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Bulldog Bash kicks off Back to School
2017!
The Fairfield PTA hosted its 13th
annual Back to School Bulldog
Bash on Sunday, August 13th.
Parents and grandparents filled the
halls, eager to meet their children’s
new teachers. DADS Club t-shirts,
PTA memberships, spirit wear, and
yearbooks were the most popular
items sold, and families got a
preview of our new fall fundraiser
items.
Families reconnected with
returning friends and welcomed our
newest Bulldogs to Fairfield.
Thank you to everyone who
volunteered their time to make this
such a successful event. Bulldog Bash is always a fun way to kick off the
new school year!

Angela Mayo,
Recording Secretary
Amy Simon,
Communications Secretary
See the back cover to
meet your PTA
Committee Chairs!

PTA Board Members at the August board meeting—getting ready for a
GREAT year!
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FEM PTA News

A Note from the President— Lindsey Lewis
On behalf of the Fairfield PTA, I want to extend a warm welcome to our new Fairfield families and
a welcome back to our returning Bulldogs! Although the transition from summertime fun to the
routine of school can be a challenge, I hope you are settling into your fall schedule. This is my forth
year as a Fairfield parent. My husband Neil and I have three children, Bennett (3rd), Henry
(Kindergarten), and Sarah Kathryn (K-3). Our boys are loving their time as FEM bulldogs!
Fairfield is a school of exemplary academic achievement. Our PTA has worked tirelessly in
collaboration with our faculty and staff to make Fairfield the best learning environment possible
for our children. This effective family-school partnership has been recognized nationally this
year. I am proud to announce that Fairfield received the National PTA School of Excellence
Designation for 2016-2018. We will be renewing this designation this year, so be on the lookout for
a survey coming your way!
We arrived at Fairfield knowing only a few other parents but have felt welcomed by the Fairfield Family from the beginning. I believe a large part of my feeling of “belonging” stemmed from
involvement in the PTA. Our PTA has a multitude of ways to become involved and has lots of
exciting things happening this year. Our families have access to the My School Anywhere app
which contains the school and PTA calendar, Tuesday Talk, student and teacher information. It
can all be accessed anytime from anywhere. Another very helpful source of information is the Fairfield Elementary Magnet School
Facebook page. When you “Like” this page important announcements will show up in your Facebook feed. A panel of teachers and
parents also administer a private Fairfield Parent/Teacher Page (also on Facebook) as a forum for exchanging information in a family
friendly forum. It is open to our families only and requires approval to join. Please email me if you would like to be added. Finally,
this website serves to showcase our school as well as to provide information about the school and PTA events. Teachers’ individual
websites can be accessed through the website as well as links to important education enhancing sites.
So what does the PTA have planned for this year? Our annual fall fundraiser and direct donations drive are about to begin! Did you
know that because of our fundraising efforts the PTA is able to place needed technology and items requested by our teachers into our
classrooms? Last year alone, we purchased close to $20,000 in technology and teacher grants requests. This included a cart of Chrome
books, Robotics club supplies, and many other teacher grant requested items. We were also able to send three teachers to the SDE
National Conference in Chicago. These purchases were only possible through generous donations and fundraising efforts of our
Bulldog families. Although raising money to provide these education enhancing items for our school is an important aspect of our PTA,
we also focus on bringing families together to strengthen our Bulldog community. Some of these events include Bulldog Bash, Fall
Carnival, Faculty/Staff Appreciation, Grandparents Day, Field Day, Spring Fling, Mother/Son BINGO, Father/Daughter BINGO,
Parents’ Night Out, Healthy Habits and PTA Contests.
Traditionally, PTA brings to mind a group of moms organizing to support our children’s’ education. Fairfield is breaking new ground
by actively seeking the involvement of our dads and male role models in our PTA. We are thrilled with the success of our new DADS
Club (Directing Awesome and Dedicated Students). The DADS Club represents a group of male role models who are visible on our
campus thereby reinforcing the importance of education to our children simply by their presence at the school. DADS Club members
serve as carpool greeters and play with students at recess as well as host events throughout the year like Muffins with Mom, Career
Day and a Valentine’s Day Lunch just to name a few. Read more about our DADS Club in the Shreveport Times.
Our Buildings & Grounds committee works very hard throughout the school year to make our campus more attractive. Our Spirit
Wear Committee provides t-shirts, yard signs, and magnets to help you show your Bulldog Spirit. The Newsletter and Website
Committees keep us informed. Cutting out those Box Tops is a simple yet effective way to earn money for classroom purchases. The
Fifth Grade Committee has several super fun events planned throughout the year to enhance our oldest Bulldogs’ final year at
Fairfield. Our Library Committee assists with book fairs and other activities. Finally, our Yearbook committee captures special moments throughout the year and publishes them in a quality yearbook you will surely want to purchase
As you can see, our PTA is busy, and there are plenty of ways you can become involved. If you are not currently serving on a
committee, please consider volunteering. It is an excellent way to get to know other parents, use your talents for the benefit of our
school and develop new friendships. Thank you to our families who have joined the PTA – we encourage all families to join. I am
looking forward to an exciting year, and I welcome your input and suggestions. Please email me anytime at LLEWIS82@gmail.com.
I hope you will join me in being #FairfieldProud!
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Tears and Cheers Breakfast—Friday, August 18
Bulldog families filled our cafeteria as we welcomed the
Kindergarten parents for the annual Tears and Cheers
breakfast on Friday, August 18. Principal Pamela Graham
welcomed both new families and returning Bulldogs. The
Kindergarten parents enjoyed a light breakfast with juice and
coffee courtesy of our PTA’s Hospitality committee.
PTA president, Lindsey Lewis, introduced herself and the
volunteers. Spirit wear provided a variety of choices for our new
Bulldogs to make sure they had everything they needed for the
year. Our website and all our new technology was explained and
questions were answered. Fundraising committee discussed and
displayed our beautiful keepsake ornament, while Spring Auction committee was present to help
introduce one of our biggest events of the school year.
At the end of the breakfast, goodie bags were given to our Bulldog families. Some Kindergarten parents
even snagged awesome spirit wear door prizes.
Families were also encouraged to become an active part of PTA though membership and volunteering.

Three Cheers for Our Teachers and Staff!
The Teacher/Staff Appreciation committee is looking
forward to another great year at FEM! We’re thrilled
to be able to show our teachers and staff how much
we appreciate all they do! The committee and PTA
Board welcomed the teachers and staff back to school
on Friday, August 11, with breakfast. What a greattime it was catching up and getting to meet our new
Teachers!

At the end of every nine weeks we celebrate by treating our teachers and staff to lunch. Our largest
event is Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week, February 5-9, 2018. The teachers and staff always look
forward to this fun-filled week. Your child's room parent will contact you to request help for class
sponsored luncheons and Teacher/Staff Appreciation Week. It’s our parents and volunteers who help
make each event a success!
Luncheon Dates for 2017-2018:
1st 9 weeks:

October 11, 2017 (hosted by PTA, 4th and 5th grade)

2nd 9 weeks: December 13, 2017 (hosted by PTA, 2nd and 3rd grade)
3rd 9 weeks:

March 21, 2018 (hosted by PTA, K and 1st grade)

4th 9 weeks: May 9, 2018 (hosted by PTA)
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Join us for the PTA General Meeting!
Tuesday, September 19th
5:45 p.m. in the auditorium
Door prize drawings for all who attend!

PTA Meeting Schedule
All members of the PTA are welcome at both our Board Meetings and General
Membership Meetings. Our scheduled meetings are as follows:
BOARD MEETINGS (5:45pm – Fairfield Auditorium)
Tuesday, August 8, 2017
Tuesday, September 5, 2017
Tuesday, October 24, 2017
Tuesday, January 9, 2018
Tuesday, February 6, 2018
Tuesday, March 20, 2018
GENERAL MEETINGS (5:45pm – Fairfield Auditorium unless otherwise noted)
Tuesday, September 19, 2017
Tuesday, October 10, 2017
Tuesday & Wednesday, January 30 & 31, 2018
Tuesday & Wednesday March 13 & 14, 2018
Tuesday, May 9, 2018 (Ice Cream Social – 5:30pm Fairfield Auditorium)
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Save the Date!
K-2nd
Grandparents’ Day

September 22
More details to come!
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NEW—Fairfield Family Fun!

BULLDOGS and BREW

September 15, 6-9 at Red River Brewery (adults only)
Food and Entertainment by La Michocana Food Truck and SlawDogs
20% of sales from the event go to FEM PTA

MOTHER/SON BINGO NIGHT
November 9
5-7 in the FEM Cafeteria

FATHER/DAUGHTER BINGO NIGHT
April 5
5-7 in the FEM Cafeteria

Volume 14, Issue 1

Page 7

Save the Date—Spring Fling 2018
This year we are mixing it up for Spring Fling! We will be having our
Spring Auction Adult Party April 20th and our Family friendly, Spring
Picnic April 21st. Taryn and I are working closely with our Auction
Chairs to maximize our auction potential. We are coordinating a fun
evening out to bid and mingle the night before our Spring Picnic. Our
Spring Picnic will showcase our graduating 5th graders and have lots of
fun for the family that day. There will be lots of opportunities for you to
participate, donate and help. It’s never too early to start preparing for
this event so we would like to ask, if you own a business or know
someone who owns a business- please ask for their help.
We would love to have their support with an auction donation or as an event sponsor or even a food/beverage
sponsor. As the year proceeds, you will receive more information in the Tuesday Folders about the event and how
you can help. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or Taryn or the Auction Chairs. Let’s make
this a great event this year-“Life at Fairfield is a picnic shared with friends!”
Nikki Hanna, Spring Fling Chair/Auction Party Coordinator
Taryn Delatte, Spring Fling Co-Chair

DADS Club News
The Fairfield DADS (Directing Awesome and Dedicated
Students) Club picked up right where they left off! We now
have over 160 dads, stepdads, granddads, and others as
members of our club. What a great way to begin the year!
We have many activities coming up where all the DADS can
get involved. Like last year, the DADS will help with carpool
the first Friday of the month, as well as participating in
recess on the third Friday of each month. Other DADS Club
events for the year include Career Day (January 19), a
Valentine’s Day Luncheon (February 14), and Muffins with
Mom (March 16), which the DADS Club will host. If you are
not already a member, we hope you will join us! There is no
cost to join, but you can purchase a t-shirt for $12.
Please email FEMSDADSCLUB@gmail.com for more information. Sign-ups for carpool and
recess are listed below. Sign-ups for the events will be sent out closer to those dates.
Carpool Sign-up:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f49ada728a4ff2-femdads
Recess Sign-up:
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f49ada728a4ff2-femdads1
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Fall Fundraiser Update
The school year may have just started, but we have been busy with fundraising already! As most of you know, our
fundraising directly impacts our school. Last year the PTA provided close to $20,000 in teacher grants and
technology updates for our school, so it is up to you to help us reach our goal this year!
As you may have already seen, we are
selling a beautiful Fairfield ornament.
These ornaments are handmade, 24k
gold plated cloisonné that will be a
treasure for your child for years to
come. They are lightweight and
available on www.payforit.net for $40.
We are also offering Mabel’s Labels as
an ongoing fundraiser. Mabel’s Labels
are personalized, peel & stick labels
that can go in the dishwasher, laundry
and microwave. It is a great way to cut
down on our Lost & Found pile!
To order your personalized labels for
uniforms, dance, sports teams or
allergies, visit:
campaigns.mabelslabels.com and
choose Fairfield from the drop-down
menu.
Our main Fall fundraiser will start on August 29th and run through September 12th! This year we are excited to be
selling butter braid pastries and cookies. Butter braid pastries are delicious with all kinds of fillings such as
cinnamon, blueberry cream cheese, strawberry cream cheese, apple and cream cheese. This year they are offering
a four cheese and herb butter braid with marinara dipping sauce. You may have sampled some of the butter braids
at our Bulldog Bash! These pastries are well-known and loved by many, so they will be a big seller!
This year our incentive for children to sell butter braids or cookies is the Game On Video Game Truck. We will
have a special day where children who sell 6 or more items will get to play age-appropriate games on the video
game truck. Our VIP access will allow them extra time on the video game truck. In order to gain VIP access, they
will need to sell 10 or more items.
The top 10 sellers in the entire school will attend a catered lunch in the teachers’ lounge with our own Principal
Graham! In order to determine our top 10 sellers, we will calculate money raised from the butter braids/cookie
fundraiser, the direct donation drive and Run for Funds by each student.
With only six butter braids/cookies to sell, there’s no reason EVERY student at FEM cannot be on the video game
truck, and we encourage you to help us raise even more money this year than we have in past years.
Be on the lookout for your fundraising packet in the Tuesday Folder and happy selling!
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Yearbook News
Congratulations to our yearbook cover art contest winners! 1st place goes to Jacob Harris. His
design will be featured on this year's yearbook cover! Sidney Palmer's artwork will be featured
on the back and Landry Hobson's design will be featured on the inside. Thank you to all the 5th
graders that submitted their #fairfieldproud designs!
Please keep uploading your pictures to replayit.com. Directions can be found under “PTA” and
“Forms and Links” on the Fairfield website. If Replay it is not working for you, please email the
team to explain the problem, so that we can contact our yearbook rep. Remember, please only
upload your best pictures, preferably with several of our awesome students in them. After
September 8th, yearbook process go up to $40. Ad purchases are due on November 17th. Please
stay tuned for a new, easy way to create your own ad through Josten’s website!! Ad material
must be received by December 15th.
Yearbook email: femyearbook@gmail.com.

Spirit Wear

View our current Spirit Wear items at
https://fairfieldmagnet.org/bulldog-spirit-items/
The best way to order your Spirit Wear is by using the website
www.payforit.net under the Fundraiser tab!
Questions??? Text Jennifer at 318.272.5353.
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Caddo Parish District PTA Reflections Program
SAFETY DRAWING
Theme: “Staying Safe Around Animals”
DUE: October 13, 2017
This is not mandatory and is a project completed at home. Drawings may not exceed 18 inches by 12 inches (including a mat if using). You may
use regular paper, art paper, or poster board. The drawing mediums include pencil, crayon, colored pencil, and markers. All entries must be the
original design and artwork of an individual student. A single entry done by two or more students is not permitted. The theme must be carried
out in the drawing. Parents or others must not assist a student. Copyrighted material may not be used. Lettering should be done by hand and
should be neat and simple, with a minimum of words. Do not use stencils, magazine clippings or any kind of machine cutouts. Only original
artwork is accepted.
**NUMBER ONE RULE- Write your child’s name ON THE BACK of the drawing NOT ON FRONT**
Students may enter in the appropriate grade division: PRIMARY: Pre K – Grade 2 or INTERMEDIATE: Grades 3 – 5.
For entry form and more details please visit: http://www.caddodistrictpta.org/safety-drawing.html
MY LOUISIANA ESSAY
Theme: “Louisiana Life”
DUE: November 8, 2017
The essay title will be “Louisiana Life.” Resources should be listed on the entry form. Students are encouraged to contact their local Chamber of
Commerce, Visitor and Convention Bureau, Historical Societies, City Hall, and public library for information concerning their area. Entries will
be submitted on standard 8 ½” x 11” paper. Entries must be written by hand written or typed by the student. Students in the primary category
may dictate to another person who may type or write their original work. These transcribers are not to alter in any manner their grammar or
form of speech of the child. Handwritten entries are to be on one side of the paper, using additional sheets if necessary. Students are encouraged
to keep a copy of their work. Entries will be returned to the district presidents. Student artwork will not affect judging. All participants are
required to complete the official entry form. A parent or guardian also must sign the affirmation of originality and the permission clause. The
essay will be accepted in a folder with pockets (Entry form in left and essay in right pocket). Others must not assist the student in any way other than transportation during research. Each student must sign the affirmation sentence concerning originality. Students may enter in the appropriate division: PRIMARY: Grades PreK -2 with no more than 250 words; INTERMEDIATE: Grades 3– 5 with no more than 1000 words.
The essay must be related to the theme. For complete rules & entry form: http://www.caddodistrictpta.org/my-louisiana-essay.html
REFLECTIONS CONTEST
Theme: “Within Reach"
DUE: November 8, 2017
All Fairfield students are encouraged to create and submit works of art in six areas: dance choreography, film production, literature, musical
composition, photography, and the visual arts (which include art forms such as drawing, painting, print making, and collage). One entry per
student. Students may enter more than one category This is not mandatory and is a project completed at home with parent supervision; work
must be 100% from the student. Only students who move on to the parish level will be required to fill out the student form found on the Caddo
district PTA website. The PTA Contest committee will contact parents of winners.
**NUMBER ONE RULE- Write your child’s name ON THE BACK of the photography or visual arts-NOT ON FRONT** Students may enter in
the appropriate division: PRIMARY: PreK – 2; INTERMEDIATE: Grades 3 – 5. For entry form and more details
please visit: http://www.caddodistrictpta.org/reflections.html.

THEME SEARCH for 2018-2019!
DUE: November 13, 2017
Students are encouraged to submit an original theme to be considered for the 2018-19 contests. Official entry forms must be completed and
signed by the parent and student. The student who submits the winning entry for PTA Reflections, will receive $100. All winning entries, for
each contest, will be notified and awarded in April 2018.
For more information, please contact Tori Parrott, 318-458-8523.
All forms and more detailed information can be found at www.caddodistrictpta.org

**NUMBER ONE RULE- Write your child’s name ON THE BACK of the drawing NOT ON FRONT**
Students may enter in the appropriate division for all of the contests:
PRIMARY: K – 2nd or INTERMEDIATE: Grades 3rd – 5th.
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Greetings from the Healthy Habits for Healthy Kids Committee!
Run for Funds is a Fairfield sponsored school
event to raise money for the everyday things
(paper, ink, etc.) that Mrs. Graham and her staff
need. Run for Funds will be held on Thursday,
October 12th this year (rain date is October 19th).
We are always looking for volunteers to cheer on the kids as they run! More information will
be sent home in a few weeks.
Kids on the Run is an elementary running club race series managed by Sportspectrum with
the help of local schools and business sponsors. There are six one-mile runs throughout the
year. The first one (a Color Run!) is Tuesday, October 10th at 5:30pm at the Skate Park on
Stoner Ave and Clyde Fant Parkway. Awards will be given to individual runners at each race
and to the school with the most participants and most top 10 finishers at the end of the year.
Register online at https://runsignup.com/Race/LA/Shreveport/KidsontheRun and like them on
Facebook for updates: www.facebook.com/KOTRShreveport/
Join us for as many races as you can!

5th Grade Bulldog News
Our "Top Dogs" celebrated
Back to School with a fabulous
pool party at the Twelve Oaks
pool and club house. A fun time
was had by all! Special thanks
to the Lauve family for
sponsoring the facilities for us!!
Our next party will be
November 17 at the gorgeous
home of Kat and Kyle Thomas.
This is our fall party where we
will have a bon fire and roast
marshmallows!
Be on the lookout for a 5th grade t-shirt for each student which is in the works. Thanks to
Cosse/Silmon Orthodontics for their sponsorship. If you or your business wishes to sponsor
anything from a party or refreshments at the EOY party for our 5th Grade, please contact
Michelle at michellegbasco@gmail.com (318.347.8968) or Courtney at courtneyheun@yahoo.com
(318.780.1654).

Dear Fairfield Family,
Welcome back Bulldogs to another exciting school year! I am thrilled about the amazing possibilities
that are ahead of us. Our goal is to develop a community of learners and empower our students to
reach their potential. Together we can create a partnership that focuses on creating the best
experiences and environment for Fairfield students. To help you navigate through the year here are a few tips:
Bells
Our doors open at 7:20 am to students and parents. Boys and girls who arrive early are encouraged to bring a
book to read as they wait. The first bell rings at 7:40 am and the tardy bell rings at 7:50 am. If your child arrives
at 7:50, they are considered late. Please walk them to the office to be checked in by Mrs. James. At the end of the
day the bell rings at 3:15. Our bus riders pack up and head to the auditorium at 3:05 and car riders begin moving
to car pool at 3:10.
Breakfast & Lunch
Caddo students receive a free breakfast and lunch daily. Students are encouraged to eat a school breakfast and
lunch each day. Breakfast is served from 7:20-7:40 am. Lunch is served according to individual class schedules.
Uniforms
We rely on the cooperation of every parent to make sure our students follow the uniform policy. The uniform
policy is located in the Bulldog folder. Ideally, students wear tennis shoes that are laced or fasten at all times and
they are most appropriated for PE, recess, and navigating our stairs. Fridays are our spirit days and students are allowed to wear their
“Fairfield Spirit” shirts with a uniform bottom to celebrate and enhance school spirit. Students can wear their spirit shirts on the last day of the
school week before a break or holiday, for example, the Wednesday before the Christmas Break.
Sprinkled throughout the calendar, you will see days our students can wear jeans and a seasonal shirt. These non-uniform days will give our
students an opportunity to express themselves in their style of dress. This year we have jeans and jersey days where students can show their
team spirit for only $5.
Carpool
Thank you for being patient as we work out the kinks to our new carpool procedures. Having the second carpool area has helped us dismiss
students quickly and reduced the number of cars on Fairfield. It is vital that you utilize the carpool sign in the windshield. Hang the car tag to
your rearview mirror, visible for faculty and staff to read. Continue to be good neighbors to our Cedar Grove family. When in the carpool line,
please do not block their driveways.
Communicate
It is our desire to keep you informed of all that is taking place at Fairfield. Parents look for the Tuesday Folder each week. There you will find
graded papers, notices, and important flyers. Check out our website at www.fairfieldmagnet.org to find the latest news and register for
Myschoolanywhere app to receive our weekly newsletter. Our teachers use Remind 101 to keep you informed of what’s going on in the classroom
and you can connect with other parents on the Fairfield Facebook page.
I have a feeling this school year is going to be awesome. I’m looking forward to seeing each of you throughout the school year.
Pam Graham

Meet the
2017-2018
PTA Committee
Chairs!

Artbreak:
Mary Droddy, Amy Hastings

Family Fun: Emily Chafin,
Madiha Cheema

PTA Contests:
Tori Parrott

Auction/Spring Fling:
Nikki Hanna, Taryn Delatte,
Leila Millican, Sarah Langham

Field Day:
Jamey Droddy, Kat Thomas

Room Parent Coordinators:
Courtney Lowry, Kami Tais

Fifth Grade Coordinators:
Michelle Basco, Courtney Heun

Scout Liaison:
Jennifer Sawyer

Grandparents Day:
Leslie Armstrong, Amy Berlin,
Jamie Terrell

Spirit Nights:
Julie Kerr

Box Tops:
Sissy Hall, Stephanie Stevens
Building & Grounds:
Kris & Lindy Jackson
Carnival:
Megan Stuermann, Suzy Watts,
Jill Andrews
Cheer Liaisons:
Amy Berlin, Vicki Su Pickard,
Lindsey Beggs
DADS Club:
Jacques Couvillon, DJ Smith,
Ben Burkett, Neil Lewis

Healthy Habits:
Renee Humpal, Marjorie Bowen
Hospitality:
Rebecca Bogan, Nancy Lockey
Library Coordinator:
Heba Hasaan
Membership:
Kristin Gardner
Newsletter:
Kate Pedrotty

Spirit Wear:
Jennifer Michael, Angie Jackson
TAP: Hilary Wheeler, Jaclyn
Nelson
Website:
Isis Melton
Yearbook:
Stephanie Faries, Katelyn
Rodgers, Terri Meerpohl, Tiffany
Bell, Diana Parkerson

