
2018-2019 PTA 

Executive Board 

This year’s TAP Week was an incredible celebration—we showered FEM’s teachers 

and staff with food, goodies, and love! We hope they know they “ARGH” our  

greatest treasure and we value their service so much.  

 

Congrats to Mrs. Farris, the door decoration contest winner, and Mrs. Benson, who 

found the treasure! Thank you to the parent volunteers whose steadfast, generous 

hearts made this week possible! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming TAP luncheons are Wednesday, March 20 and Wednesday, May 8. 

We are  also excited to continue our partnership with Atkins Elementary and host a 

luncheon on Thursday, April 18. 

Be on the lookout in Tuesday Talks for ways that you can help us serve! 
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A Note from the President— Lindsey Lewis 
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Can you believe the fourth nine weeks is here? That means sweet  

summertime will be here before you know it! Before we wrap up this 

school year, the PTA will be hard at work behind the scenes planning 

events like the Spring Fling Glow Party, Field Day, DADS Club Muffins 

with Mom and assisting with Artbreak.  Your PTA has been busy  

planning and preparing for events all year long for our Bulldog family 

and we’ve been loving every minute of it. 

 

One of our PTA’s biggest sources of income is just around the corner on 

Friday, March 15 and Saturday March 16.  This year we’ve added a new adult only night on 

Friday, March 15 from 7-10pm at the American Red Cross Building. It is free to attend, and we 

will have a great time! You can drop off the kids at Acrosports at 7pm and then head to the 

event. They are even giving us a portion of the proceeds! On Saturday, March 16, we will have 

the family wide celebration glow party! There will be tons of fun for the kids and the 5th graders 

will be presented. The proceeds from this event and other fundraisers throughout the year will 

be used to purchase Smart TVs for the remaining classrooms at Fairfield. We hope you and 

your family support this event by attending and bidding on our exciting auction items.  

 

We have so much to be proud of at Fairfield and it’s always fun to recognize accomplishments of 

our students and teachers. Read more about our PTA award winners in this newsletter and be 

sure to congratulate our student Reflections winners! Your Fairfield family is so very proud of 

each of you!   

 

As we look forward to the 2019-2020 school year, our PTA is currently seeking new members to 

serve on our board. WE WANT YOU!  If being on the board isn’t possible for you right now, 

please consider volunteering on a committee or multiple committees. Our Nominating  

Committee consists of five parents representing all grades (Kristin Gardner, Ashley Skweres, 

Amy Berlin, Taryn Delatte, and Stephane McCrary). Any of these ladies or I would welcome 

any questions you may have related to serving in a leadership position on our board. Please let 

us know if you’re interested by completing the Helping Hands Form. It takes many helping 

hands to make our PTA successful. Whether you have a little time or a lot, we’d love for you to 

be involved in a meaningful way in our PTA. Connecting families, providing multiple avenues 

for effective communication, and giving back to our school are at the center of everything we do. 

I am so blessed to be a part of this great school and so very thankful to serve alongside our  

amazing PTA volunteers.  

#FairfieldProud, 

Lindsey Lewis 
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So thankful that all these 

people work so hard for our 

PTA! We will miss our 5th 

grade moms who’ve given so 

much time over the years!  

We recognized Melanie 

Peacock and Angela Mayo 

with Louisiana State Life 

Service Awards. They are both 

past FEM PTA presidents. We 

recognized Tiffany Bell, Kelley 

Jones, Amy Juneau, Kami 

Tais, Holli Mangin, Madiha 

Cheema, and Megan 

Stuermann with Caddo 

Memberscroll awards for their 

dedication to the FEM PTA. 

We were surprised that Kristin Gardner was honored with the Caddo Parish District PTA award 

(selected by the District board) for her work with grant writing this year (read more on pg. 10) So 

deserving! 

What a great day for Fairfield! Thanks to everyone who came to celebrate! 

District PTA Founder’s Day 
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Mark your calendars to attend ArtBreak, the 

largest children's festival in the state, the 

weekend of April 26 - 28! 

 

It is free for the whole family and offers many 

hands-on activities. ArtBreak is a family fun 

event filled with local artwork from surrounding 

schools, dance and music. 

 

Don't forget to check out the FEM display! 

 

Shreveport Convention Center 

Fri 5pm‑9pm, Sat 10am‑8pm, Sun 12pm‑5pm 
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Science and Social Studies Fairs 
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Fairfield’s Science Fair Team and their fearless leader, Mrs. Stefani 

Farris, participated in the Regional Competition on Friday, March 8 

at the Bossier Civic Center. Students from Caddo, Bossier, Desoto, 

Red River and Webster parishes competed for individual awards,  

special awards and region-wide Sweepstakes awards. Fairfield was 

represented by Jashan Ahuja, Kate Bell, Kali Bonillas, Levi Ezell, 

Sarah Jackson, Hope Juneau, Cade Kirby, Jai Koticha, Shrivats 

Manikandan, Caroline Pace, Henry Peacock, and Gil Pedrotty. 

The following students won medals for placing in their respective  

categories: 

1st Place: Kali Bonillas, Sarah Jackson & Noah Casas (Noah couldn’t 

attend Regionals), Henry Peacock 

2nd Place: Kate Bell, Gil Pedrotty 

3rd Place: Jashan Ahuja, Shrivats Manikandan 

In addition, Jai Koticha earned a special award from the  

Shreveport Geological Society that came with a $125 prize and Gil 

Pedrotty won a special award including two movie tickets. 

Overall, Fairfield is proud to bring home the 2nd Place Sweepstakes 

trophy! For Sweepstakes, points are awarded to each school based on 

the awards earned by its participants and the three schools with the 

highest points win Sweepstakes awards and trophies. Fairfield placed 

second out of all elementary schools in Caddo, Bossier, Desoto, Red 

River, and Webster parishes! Congratulations to Mrs. Farris and our 

Regional Science Fair Team!! Way to go Bulldogs!! 

Thirteen FEM students competed at the 

State Social Studies Fair in Lake Charles 

and five were overall winners! Participating 

students were Gracie Berlin and Lainie 

Woodard (group), Ava Bogan and Mackenzie 

Yates (group), Carter Gabucci, James Kerr 

and Owen Rainey (group), Annabeth Leal, 

Brayden and Pressley Lockey (group),  

Varsha Manikandan, Miah Pettigrew, and 

Sahil Thorat 

State-level winners are: 

1st place— Annabeth Leal (Sociology), 

Vasha Manikandan (Geography) 

2nd place— Sahil Thorat (Geography) 

3rd place (group)— James Kerr and  

Owen Rainey (History) 

5th place—Miah Pettigrew (Economics) 

Congratulations to Mrs. Meerpohl for 

leading the team, and a big thanks to the 

PTA who provided $100 to each  

participant to help with travel expenses. 



PTA Reflections Winners 
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Congratulations to our PTA Reflections winners  

at the district level! 

Primary Winners 
Literature, Award of Excellence —Aryan Ahuja 

Visual Arts, Award of Excellence —Aryan Ahuja 

Film Production, Award of Excellence —Aryan Ahuja 

Dance Choreography, Award of Excellence —Aryan Ahuja 

Photography, Award of Excellence —Aryan Ahuja 

Intermediate Winners 
Visual Arts, Award of Merit —Preston Sonnenfeld 

Visual Arts, Award of Excellence —Jashan Ahuja 

Visual Arts, Award of Excellence —Varsha Manikandan 

Literature, Award of Excellence —Shrivats Manikandan 

Photography, Award of Merit—Shrivats Manikandan 

Music Composition, Award of Excellence —Shrivats Manikandan 

Music Composition, Award of Excellence — Varsha Manikandan 

Photography, Award of Excellence —Jashan Ahuja 

My Louisiana Essay Contest Winners 
Award of Excellence—Aryan Ahuja 

Award of Excellence—Jashan Ahuja 

 

Safety Drawing Contest Winners—”Outdoor Safety” 
Award of Excellence, Primary—Lauren Burkett 

Award of Excellence, Intermediate—Shourya Tank 

 



Spring Fling Glow Party—Saturday, March 16 
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This year’s Spring Fling theme is “Let’s Glow Crazy for Fairfield!” Glow decor galore, bright 

smiles and reflective positivity, that’s what it’s all about this year! The event offers a family 

friendly fun day for our Fairfield families sponsored by the PTA. The black light dance party 

inside is a chance to show your best glow attire and dance moves while the DJ plays fun dance 

music then head outside for  fun outdoor activities like Miniature Golf, Bungee runs, Velcro 

Wall and much more. We close out the event with a our traditional 5th grade presentation 

where we showcase our 5th grade Bulldogs and wish them well as they transition to middle 

school. The Spring Fling Event is a great opportunity to kick off spring, spend time with 

friends, and celebrate a year well done!   

 

Arrrrgh you ready for 

FIELD DAY?  

 

Save the Date: Thursday, May 9 

 Rain out date: Monday, May 13 
 



Buildings & Grounds 
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We have some big changes in 

the works for the buildings and 

grounds department. We are 

planning to turn the bed 

maintenance over to a  

commercial company from here 

on out. We have realized that 

with afterschool activities, 

homework, and weekend sports, 

there is not really a good time 

to get the participation we need 

on a regular basis to keep the 

grounds looking as good as they 

should. By turning over the weeding and trimming to professionals, we will have the time and ability to 

keep up better with planting in the beds and pots and put more time into our new brick garden we are 

working to build. Again, leaving it to the professionals, we are working to get a rendering done of our 

new garden. The bricks would make the perfect graduation gift for 5th graders! 

You can order bricks online at  

https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fairfield  

As the recipient of the PTA Connected with Facebook Digital Families Community Event Grant, we will be  

hosting a Digital Families Community Event in the Fairfield Auditorium beginning at 5:30 pm on Thursday, 

April 4. We are very excited to offer this opportunity for 30 families (parents and children) to have a facilitated 

conversation about online safety. The event will begin in the auditorium and will be opened by Mrs. Graham, and 

then we will divide into three groups. Each group will rotate through our three breakout sessions led by teacher 

volunteers – Family Tech Talk, Building Empathy, and Password Strategies – using a “digital passport” to record 

their attendance. At the end, everyone will return to the auditorium to close out the event. Families that com-

plete their “digital passport” will be entered into a drawing! 

 

This event is designed to promote conversations between parents and children – it is fun and interactive, and you 

don’t want to miss it!  Plus, we will be serving pizza to attendees. Reserve your spot now: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0C4BA8AF29A02-digital. The event is limited to 30 families and will first be 

opened to families of 2nd graders and up because of the content (although families with younger children are  

certainly welcome to bring their younger children). If there are open spaces as April 4 gets closer, we will open 

the event up to families of children in kindergarten and first 

grades, too. If you have any questions, please contact Kristin 

Gardner at internalrelations@fairfieldmagnet.org or  

713-471-7333. We will need a couple of volunteers, so please let 

Kristin know if you’re interested in helping out. 

 

 

UPCOMING—Digital Families Event 

https://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/fairfield
mailto:internalrelations@fairfieldmagnet.org


Grant News 
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We have so much to be excited about right now – 

there are lots of great things happening at FEM!  

 

Our PTA recently received two grants – a $1,000 

grant from the Walmart Foundation (through the 

Walmart store on Mansfield Road) to put toward 

the purchase of a Smart TV for one of our class-

rooms and a $1,000 PTA Connected with Face-

book Digital Families Community Event Grant. 

We still have applications pending on a few other 

grants, so keep your fingers crossed that we get 

those awards, too.  

 

Multi-Use Building Campaign 

Thank you to all of the teachers, parents, and 

grandparents that wrote letters to Dr. Goree 

and the Caddo Parish School Board in support 

of our efforts to get a new multi-use building 

constructed at Fairfield by 2023.  We delivered 

the letters on Monday, March 4, and we were 

able to talk to Dr. Goree, Mr. Woolfolk, Mr. 

White, and Mr. Howard. Each of them listened 

to our brief statements about what we want for 

Fairfield and why, and each of them agreed to 

review the binder of letters and pictures that we 

gave them. Additionally, we left binders of  

letters and pictures for each member of the Cad-

do Parish School Board. Dr. Goree, who was 

particularly welcoming to us, told us that he 

had heard our request and was making note of 

it. I want to give a special thanks to Lindsey 

Lewis for providing each recipient of a binder 

with a Festive Favor – the donut holes and 

thank you notes were a hit! 

 

The next phase of our campaign will occur on 

Tuesday, March 19. Kristin Gardner will attend the next Caddo Parish School Board meeting at 4:30 pm and request 

to be put on the agenda to speak. With her five minutes, she will reiterate Fairfield’s request, provide reasoning for 

the request, and ask for a meeting with Dr. Goree, Mr. Woolfolk, and Mr. White to discuss ways that Fairfield can  

assist Caddo Parish in making this project happen. How can you help? Show up to the School Board meeting in your 

Fairfield t-shirts at 4:30 pm on Tuesday, March 19 and stay tuned for other opportunities to make your voice heard as 

we continue to push for our new multi-use building!  

 

 



Life at Fairfield 
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There’s always something fun  

happening at Fairfield!  

Here are some bonus slices of FEM life in the first 

few months of 2019! 

 

 



DADS Club 
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The DADS Club will host Muffins with Mom on  

Friday, April 5. Moms, join us from 6:45-7:45 a.m. 

to enjoy muffins with your kids and let us do the 

work! We are so excited to continue this tradition 

that began last year. 

 

DADS, we have two more carpool helper dates: 

April 5 and May 3. Sign up to help here: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f49ada728a4ff2-

femdads2 

Would you like to join DADS Club? Please email femdadsclub@gmail.com. 
 

Healthy Habits 

There are 2 more chances to participate in the Kids on the Run series:  

TONIGHT at Southern Hill Park and on Wednesday, April 10 at the 

Stoner Skate Park.  Both races begin at 5:30pm.  Fairfield is currently 

in second place for most participants! 

 

Looking for a way to get more vegetables in your children’s diet?  

March is a perfect time to eat green foods!  Try these festive green  

pancakes made with spinach: 

https://www.superhealthykids.com/no-dye-green-pancakes/ 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f49ada728a4ff2-femdads2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f49ada728a4ff2-femdads2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f49ada728a4ff2-femdads2
mailto:femdadsclub@gmail.com
https://www.superhealthykids.com/no-dye-green-pancakes/


5th Grade Bulldog News 

Volume 15, Issue 3 Page 13 

It’s hard to believe our TOP DOGS 

are only one nine weeks away from 

the end of their time at Fairfield…

and GRADUATION!  We plan on 

packing a lot of fun into the next 

three months!   

In January, our fifth graders hit the 

ice at George’s Pond for their third 

social event of the year.  Lots of “ice 

walkers” were used at first, but by 

the end of the party, just about  

everyone was comfortable enough on 

the ice to skate without one.  Our ice 

skaters did a lot of ice skating while 

taking a few breaks for hot chocolate, 

cookies ,and granola bars. 

Our next events are the Boys’ and 

Girls’ Ice Cream Socials.  All fifth 

graders are invited to attend these 

fun, informative gatherings to learn 

more about middle school.  Former 

Fairfield sixth & seventh graders are 

invited back to answer any and all 

questions our fifth graders have 

about the upcoming year.  Make plans to attend – we’ve found that often the kids will ask former students questions 

that they might not think to ask their parents.  These events will be held Sunday, March 17th.  Girls will meet at Kate 

Bell’s house from 4-6pm and Boys will meet at Henry Peacock’s house from 1-3pm.  Evites and flyers have been sent 

home with the addresses. 

Our fifth graders will also be getting a whole day to celebrate their accomplishments at our first (what we hope  

becomes) Annual Fifth Grade Celebration Day on Thursday, May 16th from 9:30 – 2:30.  The day will begin with a fun 

assembly time in the auditorium and will move to the back playground for a picnic lunch, music, games, inflatable  

water slides, interactive inflatables, snocones and more!  Parents are welcome to attend. 

 

One last very important thing…we are working on the Fifth Grade DVD that will be given out at graduation.  If you 

have not emailed your child’s pictures (one kindergarten/baby, one current and one group pic including classmates), 

please do so as soon as possible.  Feel free to send multiple group pictures if you have some good ones.  The deadline for 

submission has been extended to March 22.  So before you head off on Spring Break, email your pictures using your 

child’s last name in the file name to fifthgradedvd@yahoo.com.   

As always, if you have questions about anything fifth grade, please contact Melanie Peacock at 318-518-5334. 

Important Dates for Fifth Graders 

Ice Cream Socials – Sunday, March 17 

Fifth Grade DVD Pictures Due – Friday, March 22 

Dare Graduation – Monday, May 6 

Field Day – Thursday, May 9 

Fifth Grade Celebration – Thursday, May 16 – 9:30am – 2:30pm 

Fifth Grade Graduation – Friday, May 17 – 8:30 – 11:00am 

mailto:fifthgradedvd@yahoo.com


 

Dear Fairfield Family—Spring Break is around the corner but we are still moving at 

a steady pace to reach our goals. 

It’s full steam ahead for Fairfield this year. We’ve had so much to celebrate, but we still need to 

set new goals for our future. Each year as a team, we set goals that will cultivate parent  

involvement, increase test scores and brand our school. This year we are focusing on creating 

an exciting learning environment for our students, updating technology in the classrooms, and 

creating our own traditions. 

This year, some of our classrooms look a little different. We are gradually offering flexible  

seating to our students by adding cozy reading corners with a carpet, high and low seating, and 

stools and yoga balls to sit on. Flexible seating provides comfort and options to students in their 

learning environment.  

In the upper grades, we are providing students’ ways to engage with digital devices to improve 

instruction. Students complete assignments and work on Zearn lessons using their devices 

which increases productivity and independence. Technology in the classroom has transformed 

the way our teachers teach and assess students. Grading assignments, quizzes, and tests using technology has helped 

teachers to dig deeper into their content. It helps teachers to provide individualized instructions to students. 

In the lower grades, we are equipping teachers with Smart Tvs. This device is helping teachers to engage students in an 

interactive lesson. It increases the engagement of students and the interaction between teacher and student. Having a 

Smart Tv in a classroom provides an opportunity for a teacher to have all her teaching tools in one place. She can  

supplement her lessons by downloading educational videos and slides into her PowerPoint to enhance her students’ 

learning experiences.  Updating our technology in the classroom is a game changer.  

We are writing our own story and creating lasting traditions for Fairfield students. Each year we add to our calendar the 

100th day celebration, Manners Tea Party, Spelling Bee, and our Social Studies and Science Fairs for our fourth and fifth 

grade students. We’ve added a few new traditions to the list. Last year, we celebrated our Top Fifth Graders with a 

luncheon at the Shreveport Club. In March we will celebrate Math Week by providing ideas for the teachers to use in 

their classrooms and added a Pi challenge for the students. These traditions help us to write our own story. They bond us 

and give us lasting memories.  

Fairfield is a great place to be and we are constantly tweaking, expanding, and fine-tuning who we want to be. Bulldogs, 

the sky is the limit; so let’s soar! 

Love, 

Pam Graham 

 

 

 

Meet the  

2018-2019 
PTA Committee 

Chairs! 

Artbreak: 

Mary Droddy, Amy Hastings 

Auction/Spring Fling: 

Nikki Hanna, Megan Stuermann, 

Leighann Couvillon,  

Sarah Langham, Leila Millican 

Box Tops: 

Sissy Hall, Kelsi Guillory 

Building & Grounds: 

Kris & Lindy Jackson 

Carnival: 

Jill Andrews, Hallie Breithaupt, 

Megan Stuermann 

Cheer Liaison: 

Amy Berlin 

Cub Scout Liaison: 

David Simon 

DADS Club: 

Teddy Cox, Jacques Couvillon 

Ben Burkett, Neil Lewis, Xingwen 

Chen 

Family Fun: Emily Chafin,  

Madiha Cheema, Emily Gemelli 

Field Day: 

Stephane McCrary, Stephanie 

Lafitte 

Fifth Grade Coordinators: 

Melanie Peacock, Angela Mayo 

Grandparents Day: 

Leslie Armstrong, Amy Berlin, 

Jamie Terrell 

 

Grands: 

Jan Crain, Mary May 

Girl Scouts: 

Tonya Chambers, Donna Cooper 

Healthy Habits: 

Renee Humpal, Ray Jarvis 

 

Hospitality: 

Rebecca Bogan, Jamie Shaw, Ca-

sey Payne, Kim Harner 

Library Coordinator: 

Heba Hasaan 

Membership: 

Ashley Skweres 

Newsletter: 

Kate Pedrotty 

Room Parent Coordinators: 

Kami Tais, Sarah Woolridge 

 

Spirit Nights: 

Jennifer Powers, 

Spirit Wear: 

Jennifer Michael 

TAP: Susan Burkett, Verni  

Howard, Abbey Rubel 

Website/Tech Gurus: 

James Parkerson, Megon Smith, 

Karon Hall 

Yearbook Chair: 

Stacey Hargis 

Yearbook Ad Chair: 

Katelyn Rodgers 

Yearbook Editors: Katherine 

McCrary, Jessica Ray, Diana 

Parkerson 

 

 


