
2018-2019 PTA 

Executive Board 

WOW! What a fabulous, fun, & a little muddy time we had! Special thanks 

to Coach Carscadden, Stephane McCrary, and Stephanie Lafitte for helping 

make all things Field Day happen. The kids had a wonderful time compet-

ing on the back lawn & then coming to the front lawn for concessions & 

challenge stations. Our volunteers were all amazing! A special shout out to 

Joey Kliebert & Diana Parkerson for volunteering at the ticket sales table 

for most of the day! Many, many thanks to all of our Bulldog families...we 

couldn't have this event without you!   
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I cannot believe how quickly this school year has come and gone. It has truly 

been a wonderful experience watching our Fairfield families come together over 

and over, working hard to make our school the best that it can be. Your PTA has 

accomplished so much this year and that could not have happened without the 

tireless support of our families.  

  

 Purchases made this year: 

 Two water bottle fountains - $2,469.09 

 Fairfield App (setup fee and 1st year) - $3,749.00 

 Twelve Smart TVs - $39,732.00 

    Thirty Chromebooks and one charging cart - $7,990.00 

    Total spent for school tech and water fountains = $53,940.09 

 

    Total GIVEN BACK to Fairfield this school year- $53,940.09 (WOW!) 

 

I am in awe. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for all the support to make Fairfield so wonderful!  

You have truly impacted our school and children in a positive way! 

 

You have embraced our traditional PTA events and supported our new ideas throughout the year. For 

your support, we are truly grateful. From our Fundraiser and Carnival in the fall to the Spring Picnic 

and Adult Auction Party and Field Day in the spring, you have volunteered, donated, worked shifts, sold 

concessions and supported your PTA board members with your presence. Our faculty actively seeks new 

and innovative ways to improve the learning environment in their classrooms and your support has  

allowed us to fulfill ALL teacher grant requests this year. Since our last newsletter, we have enjoyed an 

adult auction party and spring glow party – our spring fling and silent auction. Several of our students 

were recognized at the state and NATIONAL PTA convention for their Reflections entries with awards 

of merit and excellence, our DADS Club hosted a very successful Muffins with Mom, and Field Day was 

a huge success. It has been an exceptional year to be a Bulldog. Our National PTA School of Excellence 

is truly achieving great things and it has been a joy and an honor to serve as your PTA President for the 

second year. I am so proud my boys have had the amazing opportunity to be Fairfield Bulldogs and now 

their sister will enjoy the same privilege next year. Thank you for your unending support this year – it 

means the world to me. I am thrilled to be able to serve as carnival chairwoman next year! Kristin (who 

is simply amazing), the new PTA president, and the new board will be back in the fall refreshed,  

enthusiastic and ready to get to work. But, for now, go enjoy your fun-filled, sun-filled, sweet  

summertime!  We’ll see you in August!   

 

#FairfieldProud, 

Lindsey Lewis 
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Our last PTA meeting of 

the year is also the 

sweetest! The PTA hosted 

the annual Ice Cream 

Social and PTA general 

meeting on May 7 and it 

was a great way to close 

out an awesome year for 

the PTA. 

 

The meeting was also a 

chance to introduce the 

2019-2020 PTA board (top 

left). 

Ice Cream Social/PTA General Meeting 
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Way to go Fairfield!  

Let’s give a big shout out to Jennifer Crain 

Cox for entering all of our state PTA awards! 

Kate Pedrotty for your award of  

excellence for the newsletter! 

James Parkerson for your award of excellence 

for the website! 

Ashley Duncan Skweres for your amazing 

work on PTA memberships! 

Another reason to be #fairfieldproud! 

PTA State Awards 

https://www.facebook.com/jennifer.c.cox.52?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDN7xXdr4gBG_ZDMlbRMTyixbOKiH779K9byc7xQ1FQoQzbApSPdRVmKYXHOUq-3iuWoAyv7_QPttR9&dti=347935025349025&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/jennifer.c.cox.52?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDN7xXdr4gBG_ZDMlbRMTyixbOKiH779K9byc7xQ1FQoQzbApSPdRVmKYXHOUq-3iuWoAyv7_QPttR9&dti=347935025349025&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/kate.m.pedrotty?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARBzhDc-KqxzZ_7d1QbtwKKc3lbfE8Zd0vkQab9NtI5Tavo2GxYUcdR9ppjuloONF932olQvzbUeml0D&dti=347935025349025&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/jpp887?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARAO9nRmDXF57GkpUbR_Px_ynG93FFxfGpZfdv45tcq2wsf4rjCn2LZ9srGvw2_aLGNK6Wme8dZ6h99O&dti=347935025349025&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/ashley.skweres?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARD0rs3zvxOt6DE3fpNWxEjq2IGkm2XUWlTBodHfccfzb4HVo0_HGkimW6fobrSZxsuiCtRDU4DEtE4o&dti=347935025349025&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/fairfieldproud?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
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We glowed crazy at this year’s  annual Spring Fling Event  which was 

held April 16. The kids enjoyed a day filled with glowing friends and 

family members during our glow party inside. They danced and played 

under the black lights which were accented by reflective positive  

sayings. Our families were able to enjoy the perfect weather outdoors 

with activities and refreshments. Along with the glow party we also 

showcased fabulous auction items this year at the Spring Fling which 

were bid on by our Fairfield families and friends. The festivities were 

capped off with a celebratory presentation of our 5th graders as we 

wished them good luck next year and reminding them,”Once a Bulldog, 

always a Bulldog.” Thank you again for all the hard work of the  

Auction Committee who did a fantastic job and to all of those who 

helped with Spring Fling.  

 

Spring Fling 



Digital Families Event 
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On Thursday, April 4, Fairfield PTA held our PTA Connected with Facebook  

Digital Families Community Event that was made possible by our receipt of a 

$1,000 grant from Facebook and National PTA. We served pizza, and families 

participated in an interactive opening presentation led by Mrs. Graham. Families 

also participated in facilitated family discussions in each of our three breakout 

sessions, which were led by Mr. Ferguson, Mrs. Meerpohl, and Mrs. Williams.  

Because of the grant, we were able to serve pizza, drinks and cookies to our  

attendees. It was a great event, and the feedback from the families that attended 

was that the information provided was helpful. Thank you to Facebook and  

National PTA for our grant, to Mrs. Graham, Mr. Ferguson, Mrs. Meerpohl, and 

Mrs. Williams for leading our sessions, and to our fantastic families for coming 

out for the event!  



PTA Contest Winners 
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Congratulations to our PTA winners for 2018-2019! 

National Winner 
Primary Visual Arts, Award of Excellence —Aryan Ahuja 

“My Dad, My Hero” 

 

State Winners 
Primary Dance, Award of Excellence—Aryan Ahuja 

Primary Film, Outstanding Interpretation—Aryan Ahuja 

Intermediate Literature, Award of Merit—Shrivats Manikandan 

Intermediate Music, Outstanding Interpretation—Shrivats Manikandan 

Intermediate Music, Award of Excellence—Varsha Manikandan 

Intermediate Photography, Award of Excellence—Jashan Ahuja 

Primary Photography, Award of Excellence—Aryan Ahuja 

Intermediate Visual Arts, Award of Excellence—Jashan Ahuja 

Intermediate Visual Arts, Award of Excellence—Varsha Manikandan 

Primary Visual Arts, Outstanding Interpretation—Aryan Ahuja 

 

My Louisiana Essay Contest—State Winners 
Primary Award of Excellence—Aryan Ahuja 

Intermediate Award of Excellence—Jashan Ahuja 

 

Safety Drawing Contest—State Winners 
Primary Award of Excellence —Lauren Burkett 

 



Teacher Appreciation at Atkins Elementary 
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WOW! The Atkins teacher appreciation lunch 

was a huge success. Thanks to the generous 

donations of Fairfield families we were able to 

give Mrs. Stewart and Atkins Elementary 

everything on their wish list for their kiddos! 

The teachers loved the Taster's Choice BBQ 

lunch. It was delicious and served with a 

smile from our marvelous volunteers. It was 

truly a special day! Thank you thank you to 

everyone who sacrificially gave and supported 

this special event! #fairfieldrocks 

#wearecaddo 

5th Grade Reunion 

 

On Friday, April 12 at 3:45 pm, 

39 former Fairfield 5th graders  

converged onto our campus in  

order to relive good times and  

renew past friendships. Five high 

schools were represented and 

each student had a chance to 

share his or her future plans. 

Their career choices ranged from 

Actor to Lawyer with everything 

in between. There were plenty of 

door prizes, pizza and delicious 

cake. The best part was watching 

the 5th grade video and seeing 

how they had or hadn't changed.  

 

Mrs. Lerchie, Mrs. Schaff, Mrs. Opbroek, Mrs. Hillidge, and Mrs. Barberousse were a few of 

the special guests from Fairfield's past. A great time was had by all! 



Artbreak 2019 
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Congratulations to our 2019 ArtBreak Winners! 

 

Literary Best of Grade -“All You Need is Love” 

Hudson Barker (Amato) 

Literary Elementary Prose: Personal - "Moving" 

Elaine Lu  (Pace) 

Literary Jurors' Choice - "The Battle of the Continents" 

Hayes Schlichtemier (Scott) 

Literary Jurors' Choice - "Soccer" 

Conner Burgin (Middleton) 

Literary Jurors' Choice - "Twin Princess" 

Jasmine Cardenas (Fajardo) 

Visual Best of Printmaking - "The Outer Realm" 

Ethan Tais (Hall) 

Feist-Weiller Cancer Center Visual Art Award - “Calm” 

Madeleine Rubel (Kliebert) 

  

FEM received the award for 

Best Elementary Art Booth 

and $100 for art supplies. A 

big thank you to Mary 

Droddy, Amy Hastings, and 

Ali Mickelson for their work 

on the ArtBreak Committee!  

Also thanks to Trey May at 

Choice Copy Service for 

printing the FEM booth 

signs! 



DADS Club hosts Muffins with Mom 
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Our DADS Club hosted its third annual 

Muffins with Mom on April 5th. Our  

wonderful team of guys organized the  

entire event with food, beverages, and 

decorations. This year, the theme was 

“Hats Off to Moms.” The DADS did a 

great job, and the moms enjoyed a break 

from cooking breakfast! The DADS had 

photo opportunities set up for the moms 

and their students. What a great  

tradition!  

Would you like to join the DADS Club? 

Please email femdadsclub@gmail.com. 

 

Fairfield Family Fun—Mother/Son Bingo Night 

Fairfield PTA hosted 

Mother & Son Bingo 

Night on April 11, 

2019! This exciting 

event has been so  

popular with our Fair-

field families, and al-

ways brings a full 

crowd.  

 

We had some exciting  

prizes, and some great 

food from our local food 

trucks. A big thank 

you goes to Meshel  

Frasier for calling out 

bingo for us. What a 

great night! 

 

mailto:femdadsclub@gmail.com


5th Grade Bulldog News 
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The 2018-2019 Fairfield 5th graders are 

heading to middle school!  They enjoyed the 

Boys' and Girls' Ice Cream Socials in March 

and had the opportunity to get all of their 

middle school questions answered by  

former Fairfield students who are now in 

middle school.  Our "big dogs" have enjoyed 

their final days at Fairfield with their 

friends and teachers.  They enjoyed a fun 

Yearbook Signing Teacher Time after 

school and turned on their competitive 

skills at Field Day. They will celebrate 

their accomplishments at the First Annual 

5th Grade Celebration Day on Thursday, 

May 16th with a fun awards program fol-

lowed by an afternoon of fun in the sun 

with water slides, karaoke, a photo booth 

with props, inflatables, sno cones and wa-

ter wars.  Then after a day of play, our 5th 

graders will walk the hallways one last 

time to attend our 5th Grade Graduation 

Celebration on Friday, May 17th. We are 

incredibly proud of our Class of 2019 and 

wish them the very best as they transition 

to middle school. We look forward to seeing 

you all back in May 2026 as high school 

seniors! 

FIFTH GRADE GIFT TO FAIRFIELD  

 
The Class of 2019 has ordered a "Buddy Bench" as 

their 5th Grade Gift to Fairfield. It will arrive over 

the summer and will be placed on the front  

playground. The buddy bench is a simple idea to 

eliminate loneliness and foster friendships. It is a 

symbol of inclusion and kindness. The idea began 

when a second-grader from Pennsylvania,  

Christian Bucks, knew some of his classmates felt 

lonely during recess. He suggested installing a 

buddy bench - a designated seating area where 

students feeling lonely or upset can seek  

camaraderie. It is our hope that our students  

actively include anyone they see on the buddy bench. In fact, it is our hope that the idea of having a "Daily 

Buddy" similar to "Line Leader" or "Door Holder" will be a sought after job for our students. The buddy bench 

will provide a safe place for a student seeking someone to play with or simply wanting to form new friendships 

and will be a visible reminder that no one should ever feel left out at recess. Fostering a school culture of kind-

ness and inclusion is critical to students' academic success. The safer and happier students feel at school, the 

more engaged they are in learning. The Class of 2019 hopes our gift will be a tangible reminder to be inclusive 

rather than exclusive and will facilitate a healthy, happy environment at Fairfield.  



 

 

 

 

Dear Bulldog Family, 

  

In the blink of an eye, the entire school year has zoomed by and summer is around the  

corner. Our kindergarten students have become confident first graders and our fifth  

graders are ready for middle school. This year, our students have built wonderful  

classroom communities, our parents raised money for needed technology, and we have cre-

ated precious memories that will last a lifetime. 

  

As I walk through each classroom, I notice something that was not there at the beginning 

of the year. Our students have built a strong bond with their classmates. They are  

assisting each other with classroom tasks, collaborating on group projects, and  

encouraging each other to do their best. Students celebrate each other’s differences and 

feel safe and comfortable expressing themselves. They have created a nurturing  

community where all are welcome. 

  

Our Bulldog family continues to foster that sense of community by working together to make Fairfield the best 

place to be. Because you supported Fairfield, we were able to add additional technology to our school. Our parents 

have modeled how to build a strong community by volunteering endless hours to help stuff Bulldog folders,  

assisting with classroom fieldtrips, class parties, and sponsoring one of our many clubs or sport organizations.  

Because you have built a wonderful, loving environment, our students reap the benefits. Our students see school as 

an extension of a loving and supportive home. 

  

This school year has been a blast! We enjoyed the singing and dancing in the school plays. We enjoyed the games 

during our Carnival and running our hearts out during Field Day. We giggled and laughed during our after-school 

clubs and built lasting friendships during recess. Yes, this year has been filled with many friends and memories, so 

it is hard to say goodbye. To our fifth graders who will move on to middle school and our families who will be mov-

ing to a new state and a new school in the fall, remember your Bulldog family will miss you and wish you well. Al-

so, remember once a Bulldog always a Bulldog! 

  
Enjoy the summer and see you in the fall! 

  
Love, 

Pam Graham 
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